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A BC-SECURITY-CIA-GERMANY (NO PICTURE) 
A Germany cools CIA issue, waits for U.S. reply 

BERLIN, Dec 2 (Reuters) - Germany said on Friday it would "wait patiently" for a U.S. response to allegations that the 
CIA ran secret prisons in Europe and secretly flew terrorist suspects across the continent. 

Government spokesman Thomas Steg said Berlin would not rush Washington and did not necessarily expect answers 
when U.S. Secretary of State Condofeezza Rice visits next week to meet new Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

"We're not putting the American government under time pressure," Steg told a news briefing. 

"When the other side has given a public assurance that the questions of the Europeans will be answered, then one 
simply waits patiently for the answer." 

His comments were clearly aimed at drawing some of the heat out of the issue, which has prompted the European 
Union and at least eight member states to request clarification and assurances from the Bush administration. 

The Washington Post last month reported that the Central Intelligence Agency had run secret prisons in Eastern 
Europe for interrogating terrorist suspects. 

The continent's leading human rights watchdog, the Council of Europe, is investigating the prisons report and probing 
flights by 31 aircraft it suspects may have been used by the CIA to transfer prisoners secretfy across European borders. 

New York-based Human Rights Watch said this week the United States was holding at least 26 "ghost detainees" at 
undisclosed sites around the world. Critics say incommunicado detention violates internatioal law and often leads to 
torture. 

U.S. officials have defended the use of the secret transfers, known as renditions, as a weapon in the "war on terrorism". 
They strongly deny that the United States uses torture. 

At the same time, Rice this week acknowledged European concerns and pledged that Washington would respond to 
them. 

Merkel's government is keen to improve relations with the Bush administration, which were badly damaged when her 
predecessor Gerhard Schroeder clashed with Washington over the Iraq war. 

But it is under pressure from opposition parties to clarify reports of scores of unexplained CIA flights via German 
airports. 

German prosecutors are investigating two rendition cases - one involving a German who was seized in Macedonia and 
taken, allegedly by the CIA, to Afghanistan, and the other an Egyptian who was abducted in Milan and, according to 
investigators, returned to Egypt via Germany. 

But Ernst Uhrlau, the new head of Germany's foreign intelligence agency, said in an interview this week there was no 
proof German airports had been used for secret prisoner transfers. 

"We have no information, no facts, there are only rumours," he told Die Zeit newspaper. 
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